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COMMUNICATED FOR THE GUARDIAN. 


AN ADDRESS TO YOUNG FEMALES. 


My yvounc Frrienps, 
God, the great source whence all blessings come, has 


ziven you a revelation of his holy will. The Scriptures of the 
Old and New Testament are this revelation. The system 
of Christianity which it teaches, recogoizes the various 
relations, circumstances, and duties of the children of men. 
it contains a message for kings and subjects, for princes 
and people, for parents and children, for rich and poor, 
for male and female, No station is so high, no trials are 
so great, no duties are so obligatory, no circumstances are 
so distressing, neither sex ig so insignificant, as to escape 
the notice of Him who dictated the word of truth. Hence 
many and precious are the directions and exhortations 
delivered with special reference to your sex. That /fe- 
males are destined to occupy, and that they do deservedly 
occupy, a distinguished place in the affections of the 
great and good here on earth; that they are, and are to 
be, a prominent part of that blessed company, whose ef- 
ferts have the glory of God and the happines of man for 
their primary object; that they have been, are, and pro- 
bably will be, the objects ef God’s special care and sanc- 
tifying love, are truths which at the present day the most 
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skeptical cannot gainsay. What, then, should be your 
principal! objects of attention while preparing to act your 
part on the stage of human life ? What directions relative 
to this question, are found on that record which contains 
some salutary couusel for every individual, ia every situa- 
tion? Let us read the following words of the Apostles Paul 
and Peter: “ In like manner also that women adorn 
themselves in modest apparel, with shamefacedness and so- 
briety; not with broidered ‘hair, or goid, or pearls, or 
costly array; but (which becometh women professing 
godliness) with good works.” Whose adorning, let it 
not be that outward adorning of plaiting the hair, and of 
wearing of gold, or of putting on of apparel,—but let it be 
the hidden man of the heart, even the ornament of a 
meek and quiet spirit, which in the sight of God is of 
great price.” ‘These are to you solemn and important 
passages. You are not to suppese, however, that Paul 
and Peter ever thought of inculcating the idea that you 
are wholly to neglect your personal appearance. ‘I'hey 
use this language in the same sense that our Lord uses 
the following declaration: “ Labour not for the meat 
which perisheth, but for that meat which endureth unto 
everlasting life.’ That is, do not make perishing meat 
the principal object of attention; let your first efforts be 
directed to the acquisition of that meat which endureth 
for ever. So do not make it your principal business to 
adorn yourselves with broidered hair, or gold, or pearls, 
or costly array; do not employ the principal part of your 
time and resources upon your external appearance, but 
let it be your great business to adorn yourselves with good 
works, to attend to the hidden man of the heart; let your 
first, and last, and most effective exertions, be directed to 
the acquisition of that knowledge which shall prepare you 
for extensive usefulness in any station; and to the exhi- 
bition of those discreet, and amiable, and lovely, and 
active, and heavenly virtues, which are an index of a meek 
and guiet spirit—which declare the glory of their author, 
and benefit the souls of men—which are emphatically 
termed by the voice of inspiration, good works. 

* [tis not my intention to pass an indiscriminate censure 
upon the whole, or any particular part, of that class of pee- 
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sons whom I am addressing. I would merely ask, are 
there not some among you whose only efforts, and whose 
whole attention are employed upon external accomplish- 
ments? Is there not a still greater number, whose time 
and exertions, if they are not wholly, yet are principally, 
directed to this object? Judging from what I have seen, 
and from what I have heard, I fear there are some, per- 
haps many, of your number in this enlightened age and 
privileged country, who consume more time in decorating 
their persons, than in serving their God; who employ 
more property in the purchase of worse than useless per- 
sonal ornaments, than in the distribution of that message 
which speaks peace to the troubled soul—which prepares 
ior immortal blessedness all who accept its offers. Iam 
not opposed, and I think the word of God is not opposed, 
to a decent and respectable personal appearance. Indeed 
I wish to see all of your sex so attentive to personal ac- 
complishments, that you may appear affable, and charm- 
ing, and attracting, wherever you are, and in whatever 
youdo. Bat there is a prodigious difference between that 
course which elicits your charm and attractions, with that 
unadorned simplicity that always rivets the attention of 
men of sound sense; and that course, which, while it tes- 
tifies that gold, and silver, and time, and efforts have been 
expended upon your persons, disgusts and sickens those 
very men whom it was intended to gratify and captivate. 
The wisest and the best of either sex, while they do, ard 
ought to put a high, a proper estimate upon personal ap- 
pearance, never have, I hope they never will, applaud 
those young persons who appear to think more of their 
ruffles and their bonnets than of the cultivation of their 
hearts and the service of their God. In attending to your 
personal appearance, do every thing that neatness, ele- 
gant simplicity, and unadorned liberality will approve 

neglect every thing which carries with it the faintest re- 
semblance to vain show, affected splendour, and extrava- 
gaut profuseness. Do this, and you will find it the course 

which men of correct taste and enlightened minds, cannot 
but heartily approve. But one, and my more particular 


“design in addressing you, is both to excite in you a proper 


estimation of the qualifications necessary for the success- 
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ful performance of good works, and a determination {o 
make such efforts as are necessary to obtain these qualifica- 
tions. Mental improvement wil! endow you with more 
permanent influence than personal attractions. After all 
that ever has been said, or can be said in favour of exter- 
nal accomplishments, your capacity for usefulness will be 
measured by the extent and qualiiy of your information, 
and the temper of your hearts. Because you are females, 
you are not to think that therefore you have nothing to 
do with mental improvement: this is the true reason why 
you should strive for the most solid and the most liberal 
education. Your predecessors have, and you are destined 
to have, a powerful influence over all the respectable part 
of the male sex, I had almost said a more powerful in- 
fluence than they have over themselves. How important 
‘that this influence should be salutary! Home is woman’s 


~~ ee 


appropriate spneré. Under your fostering care the futmre 
sons and danghters of this, perhaps of other countries, 
are to be reared. From you they are to receive their 
first impressions. You are to teach “ the young idea how 
to shoot.” Those impressions which we receive, and those 
ideas which we acquire, while under maternal influence, 
are generally lost only with life. If, then, you are to be 
the guides and teachers of future generations, if you are 
to mould the first ideas, and shape the abiding impressions 
of the future ministers and missionaries, as well as states- 
men of this and of other lands, surely it is matter of little 
fess than infinite impostance that your own minds shouid 
now be stored with every kind of information, which, 
when imparted*to others, may lead them to glorify God 
and benefit man. Here we may mutually lament, that in 
this country there are so few, indeed, that there are no 
institutions liberaliy endowed with talents, influence, and 
wealth, for the promotion of female education. Itisa 
subject of equal, perhaps of greater lamentation, that so 
great a proportion of our females are contented, not to say 
pleased, with the acquisition of what belongs only to vain 
minds and giddy heads. Now, though your lamentations 
may not remove the frst cause of regret, your resolutions 
and your practice may blot out the second. Make an ef- 
fort then, commensurate with the importance of the ob- 
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ject. Ifothers pave been contented with mere sing-song 
knowledge, you aim at that which is more dignified, more 
happifying, more useful. | 

if others have been pleased with external accomplishi- 
ments, while their heads were as empty as air, make sub- 
stantial, useful knowledge, the steady object of your pur- 
suit, the sure ebject of your acquisition. If others have 
been fascinated with that kind of reading and study which 
fascinates only the weak and the gay, let the reading of 
better books, and the study of better subjects, occupy your 
whole attention. Become critically acquainted with 
geography, history, especially the history of Bible, Mis- 
sionary, ‘Tract Society, and Sabbath School operations, 
Einglish grammar, some part of the mathematics, if pos- 
sible with the rudiments of the Latin language ; in short, 
with every thing approved by the wise and good. Be 
very careful in all your reading, and in all your study, to 
ihink, to meditate. A vast multitude who read much, and 
as they suppose study hard, never meditate at all; and 
one reason why one person knows more than another is, be- 
cause he learns howto think, and having learned how, puts 
his knowledge in practice. Your minds require discipline 
as really as an untrained army. When you read any 
thing useful, reflect upon it; when you search out any 
thing intricate, revolve it in your minads till you are be- 
come familiar with it; then lay it up in your mental storee 
house till you have occasion to use it. Every useful idea 
which you acquire and retain is worth an immense sum; 
every idea you acquire and immediately lose is worth no- 
thing. 
lt is not, however, by attention to mental improvement 
merely, that you are to be effectually qualified for the 
discharge of every duty incumbent upon you, and the ac- 
complishment of every good work expected of you. You 
may know your duty, and haye no disposition to perform 
it. ‘This leads me to observe, that in preparing for active 
life, you are to attend to the discipline of the heart. It 


_ shail here be taken for granted, that you have been taught 
your natural depravity, and are satisfied that te be useful 


here and happy hereafier, you must be born. again. 
Being, as you are, totally depraved, that is, in the tempér 
ZL2 
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of your hearts opposed to God, and set upon the commis- 
sion of sin as the sparks to rise, you have a great heart 
work to perform ; so great, that you need the efficacious 
influences of the Holy Spirit. But though the work o: 
renewing and sanctifying the heart belongs to the Spirit 
of God, yet the use of the means appointed by Jehovah: 
belongs to you. Though young, you are obligated, as a 
matter of duty, to read your Bibles often and deliberately, 
to pray to God fervently and frequently, andin a penitent 
manner, to examine your hearts daily, and to embrace 
every Opportunity for conversation upon the concerns of 
your souls with those who are experimentally acquainted 
with divine things. While doing this, you should remem- 
ber that you have not done your whole duty, and that for 
your best services you deserve the displeasure of that God 
who is of purer eyes than to behold iniquity. The dili- 
gent perusal of your Bibles should be a part of the busi- 
ness of every day. In them you will find something cal- 
culated to humble your pride, to dissipate your vanity, to 
enlighten your understandings, to arouse your consciences, 
to elevate your affections, to purify your souls. There 
you will learn the glorious character of God, of Christ, of 
the Holy Spirit. There you will learn what you are, 
what you must be, what you may be, and where you are 
destined finally to dwell. There you may learn all that 
pertains to duty, to happiness, to God, to angels, to hea- 
ven, to saints, to immortality; so far as it is desirable you 
‘Should learnthis. There you may learn how to live, how 
te die, how to sing the song of Moses and the Lamb in 
the New Jerusalem, with Abraham, and Isaae, and Jacoh, 
and Angels, and Archangels, through eternity. 


* Let this blest volume ever lie 

Close to your heart, and near your eye, 
Till life’s last hour your soul engage, 
And be your chosen heritage.” 


When you read your Bibles, remember that every word 
is the word of Ged, and remembering this, go to your 
closets and pray for a blessing upon what you read. Pray 
in secret to him who seeth in secret, and he will enlighten 
your minds, and grant you an open reward, even a crown 
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of itfe. By aconstant and prayerful attention to these 
things, with the blessing of God, you may expect to get 
the victory over the corrupt desires, and depraved ap- 
petites, and destructive propensities of the carnal heart; 
indeed you may reasonably expect to be prepared for the 
execution of good works on earth, and fer the enjoyment 
of the Augelic throng in heaven. 

While attending to the improvement of your minds and 
the discipline of your hearts, strive to acquire and culti- 
vate habits of industry and economy. It is an humiliating 
fact, that the extravagance of the present day has become 
proverbial. Pardon me if I express my fears that some 
of you have drunk deep into this deplorable evil. Iam 
sensible that you will offer excuses for your neglect of the 
industrious and economical plans of life, adopted, and for 
along time practised, by our venerable ancestors, the mat- 
rons of New-Englaud. Iam also sensible that the exam- 
ples set you by your superiors in age and experience, are 
not in all cases of the best kind ; and that you, young, in- 
experienced, and easily led astray by what glitters, and 
fascinates, and charms, while it destroys, are the more 
excusable, though by no means altogether excusable for 
pursuing the course of the multitude. It is lamentable 
that at this day, when so much is to be done for the spread 
of the Gospel, a single cent should be expended for the 
purchase of extravagant, and useless, and giddy orna- 
ments, and that a single moment should be spent in ac- 
complishing any other than an important end. But [ot 
others spend their time, and talents, and wealth as they 
may, my young friends do you be persuaded to improve 
your time, even now while young, industriously and active- 
ly, and to employ the property at your command eco- 
nomicaliy and usefully. Many hours, and many days, 
and much property, may be saved for charitable purposes 
every year, and prodigious benefits conferred upon others, 
anda vast quantity of happiness secured to yourselves by 
strict attention to the acquisition and cultivation of in- 
dustrious and economical habits. Besides all this, be in- 


" dustrious, be economical, and you will secure the respect, 


attention, and affection, of all whose notice is worth se- 
curing; and what is infinitely betier, will be traveiling 
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the road marked out by Jehovah On this subject hear 
a part of the words of king Lemuel, the prophecy that his 
mother taught him: “ Who can find a virtuous woman, 
her price is far above rubies. The heart of her husband 
doth safely trust in her, so that he shall have no need of 
spyil. She will do him good and not evil ali the days of 
her life. She seeketh wool and flax, and worketh willing- 
ly with her hands. She lJayeth her hands to the spindle, 
and her hands hold the distaff. She stretcheth our her 
hand to the poor; yea she reacheth forth her hands to the 
needy. Strength and honour are her clothing; and she 
shall rejoice in time to come. She openeth her mouth 
with wisdom; and in her tongue is the law of kindness. 
She looketh well to the ways of her household, and eateth 
not the bread of idleness. Favour is deceitful, and beauty 
is vain; but a woman that feareth the Lord she shal! be 
ptaised. Give her of the fruit of her hands, and lei her 
own works praise her in the gates.” 

The last object which I wish to press upon your minds 
is, that you exert all your influence for the suppression of 
vice, and the promotion of the cause of our Redeemer.— 
Christianity has done much for your sex. A more stri- 
king contrast cannet be produced, than that which marks 
the situation of females in Heathen aud Christian coun- 
tries ; whilein the former they are depressed nearly to the 
level of brutes, in the latter they are elevated to the prop- 
er rank of rational and immortal beings. Christianity 
has done more for females than all the gold, and silver, 
and philosophy, and chivalry of every age and nation.— 
She has taught them how to act and how to estimate them- 
selyes. She has taught the other sex how to love, and 
cherish and respect female excellence. Under her be- 
nign influence * female softness becomes still softer, fe- 
inale affection is more devoted to its legitimate object; fe- 
male purity is blanched to more immaculate whiteness, 
female dignity is invested with the glories of immortality.” 
if Christianity has done so much for you, are you not un- 
der peculiar obligations to do something for the promo- 
tion of her cause P—Female exertions have anticipated the 
answer of thisquestion. Yes, I rejoice to say that the nu- 
merous Bible, and Missionary, and Tract, and Education 
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Societies, and Sabbath School Associations, and Orphan 
Asylums, and other charitable institutions established and 
conducted by females, are a living testimony that they are 
not insensible of their obligations to their Saviour. Now 
my young friends, what other females have done and are 
doing, you must learn te accomplish. You possess and 
may acquire influence enough to do very much. It may 
be remarked, not to flatter your vanity, but to excite em- 
ulation and encourage exertion, that you have, or if you 
will walk circumspectly may have more influence in pro- 
moiing the cause of Christ in some ways, than even the 
male part of community. It is trae you are not expected 
nor allowed to preach the Gospel in public; but you may 
declare divine truth fromy house to house; you may tn- 
siruct the ignorant, comfort the feeble-minded, sooth the 
widow’s heart, and wipe away the orphan’s fear, feed the 
hungry, Clothe the naked, discourage the profanation of 
the Sabbath, check itiose who blaspheme, reprove iné lis 
ar, the fraudulent, the envious, the injurious, and in a 
multitude of ways do much to arrest the progress of vice 
and promote the extention of that charity which suffer- 
eth long and is kind. Come to the resolution then that 
you will commence these good works while young, that 
they may grow with your growth and increase with your 
years. Come to the resolution that you will acquire ex- 
perimental proof of the truth of our Lord’s declaration, 
“Tt is more blessed to give than to receive.” Having re- 
solved, execute; and in all you do act with a wise refer- 
ence to your latter end. Adorn yourselves with good 
works, with a meek and quiet spirit, improve your mental 
faculties, discipline the temper cf your hearts, cultivate 
industrious and economical habits of lite, spend your 
strength in the cause of the Redeemer’s embrace, prac- 
tice, exemplify his religion, and you will be the giory of 
your parents, the ornaments of your country, the moth- 
ers of the church, the companions of angels, the eternal 


inhabitants of Heaven. PHILAGATHUS. 
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COMMUNICATED FOR THE GUARDIAN. 


A BALL-ROOM DEDICATED TO THE WORSHIP 
OF GOD. 


A Methodist preacher, now residing in the County of 
Saratoga, State of New-York, states the following cir- 
cumstance to be matter of fact, viz.— 

That in the winter of 1818, he was in the town of Bas- 
tard, district of Johnstown, in the Province of Upper 
Canada. During his stay there, he attended an evening 
lecture as a hearer. The preacher was Elder Card of 
Lowville, in the State of New-York, who was on business 
in that place, and by request of the people had preached 
several times in the neighbourhood. The evening allu- 
ded to being the last time he expected to preach there, he 
accordingly at the close of the lecture, bid the audience 
an impressive and affectionate farewell. 

After being dismissed, the congregation took their seats 
as though unwilling to leave the place. Presently a gentle- 
man by the name of — Scovil, Esq. rose, and ad- 
dressing himself to Elder Card, observed for substance as 
follows :— 

‘I have been at considerable expense in preparing a 
Ball-Room. It has been occupied a few times, and I 
find it profitable. But some of my neighbours think I 
have done wrong in making a Ball-Room, and on re- 
flection I don’t know but Ihave. And now Elder Card, 
if you will continue in town till next Sabbath, TI will 
have this Ball-Room dedicated for a place of public 
worship.” : 

Will you engage, Sir, said Elder Card, that during your 
eccupancy of the house, it shall continue to be ased for | 
a place of worship? I will, said Esq. Scovil. Well, said 
Elder C. I will comply with your request and tarry until 
the Sabbath. Notioee was given accordingly. The Sab- 
bath came—a numerous assembly attended, and the 
Ball Room was solemnly dedicated to the worship of 
Almighty God agreeably to the proposal of the owner. 
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The Ball-Room. 


REFLECTIONS. 


A Bail Room! for what purpose is it form’d ? 

To gather pelf by owner from unwaty youth, 

Whose heedless footsteps in the downward road 

Lead onwards to the dark abyss 

Thoughtless of death, fearless of losing their immortal 
souls 

The young, the gay, the dissipated 

Meet at Assembly Room: for what? 

To chant at viol; to dance away the golden hours of life ; 

To crive far hence all thoughts of death, of judgment, and 
eternity ; 

To stab afresh the Saviour’s bleeding side ; 

To quench the Spiit’s sacred flame of love; 

'T? enjoy the present, at the expense of fudure bliss, 

And gain perfection in the art of vanity. 

Alas! what pain, what anguish, such lay up for death ! 


Bat change the scene: 

An house of myrth, becomes the house of God. 

The Inn, the Ball-Room, dedicated to the King of heaven, 

Now stands prepared for Jesus and his guests. 

The messengers of grace, with high commission 

From the throne of God, proclaim salvation to a guilty 
world. 

The standard of the cross is rear’d. Gentiles assemble 
round. 

Truth, like a two-edged sword, pierces the heart ; 

Cuts ev’ry nerve of hope in carnal joys ; 

Convicts the soul of past unnumber’d sins ; 

Condemns the guilty to eternal death ; 

And points to Jesus only for escape. 

The trembling sinners, struck with awe profound, 

Feel death-like pangs thrill through each nerve and yein, 

Death, judgment, hell, now terrify the mind ; 

Sin stares them inthe face. Appall’d they fall 

And kvow not what to do, nor where to go. 


Justice with stern commission draws the sword to cut the 


rebels down. 
Mov’d by the pow’r divine, they ery alas. 
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Guilty, undone, what must we do t’escape the wrath of 
God? 

Mercy we crave, or else for ever die. 

Grace, sovereign grace applied, renews the heart. 

The heav’nly dove descends. Love melts down hearts tq 
love, | 

And souls are fitted for the‘joys of heaven. 

Let others choose the house of mirth for life, 

Be mine the house of God for life and death. 

L. A. 


a 


DECEITFULNESS OF SIN. 


All the promises of sin are treacherous. It deceives us, 
when it promises pleasure. This is a bait, which is fre- 
quently used to beguile men. There is doutless a short 
and feverish pleasure which sinners taste; but it quickly 
passes and is immediately succeeded with languor and 
regret. The seat of sinful gratification is in the passions. 
From these solid satisfaction cannot arise. When irreg- 
ularly indulged, they create a deep and lasting torment in 
the mind. Sin ‘addresses iself to the passions, the weaker 
pa arts of human nature, and not to reason and judgment. 

hose are more easily deceived, and when once perverted 

prove dangerous. ‘To them sinful pleasure is represented 
an important object. But, though the object in appearance 
be a bed of roses, experience finds it a bed of thorns. 
Ask the drunkard, when sober, whether he found unmixed 
pleasure in his cups; whether reflection can bear the 
brutish spectacle, which intemperance made him. Ask 
the libertine, io a calm moment, whether his pleasures are 
worth what they cost; the loss of a sound mind ina sound 
body. Willa father, who has pursued the paths of sin in 
sonic of pleasures, advise his son to tread in the same 
treacherous road; will he encourage him as being in the 
way to happiness ? A Christian country produced one 
such father;* who taught his son vice by precept and ex- 
ample; but such an unnatural father is both the wonder 


* Chesterfield. 
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and detestation of the world. At first, they who seek 

pleasures from the gratification of sense, may glide ina 

smooth current, but soon will find themselves on a tem- 
estuous sea, whose “ waters cast up mire and dirt.” 

When sin promises wealth as a reward of pursuing it, 
poverty, disgrace or both, are the real inheritance ac- 
quired. Wealth gotten by iniquity proves a curse to its 
owner. 

The wreath of laurel promised by sinful ambition proves 
but a fading flower, or a stigma of foul disgiace. All the 
wealth, pleasure or honor, obtained through its influence, 
is transitory and vanishes like the morning cloud or early 
dew. 

But the great point, in which sin is most deceptive, is 
the making-light of future realities. ‘The cheat, which 
practises upon men in this life; all the true pleasure of 
it which rebs them; all the pain of body aad anguish of 
mind, into which it plunges them here, are the dust of the 
balance. Wecan lose or suffer but little in this world. 
But when sin represents the joys of heaven and the sor- 
rows of hell of trifling consequence; when it persuades us 
the former is easily attained, and the latter easily avoided, 
it is most of all deceitful. If sin san gain this point, nothing 
can raise a meund to stop its progress. Whea the belief 
of heaven and hell cannot be erased froin the mind, being 
fixed there upon the fullest conviction, that they are both 
plainly, and equally plainly, revealed in the sacred Scrip- 
ture; when this point cannut be gained, sin would pers 
suade us that these eternal realites are very distant, and 
by their supposed distance, endeavor to diminish their 
restraining influence upon the mind. In this it is deceit- 
ful; for the longest life throws them back buta little way ; 
innumerable accidents may fix us in one of them immedi- 
aiely. 

Sin affects to be less criminal than it is; bids the pas- 
sions plead their. natural propensity; calls their indul- 
gence infirmity ; begins with those acts which are less 
flagrant, establishes a habit; then proceeds one step fur- 
ther, which is likewise secured. Thus an imperceptible 


" progress is ultimately made to a point, which would have 


startled the young offender. Ifthe mind, for a mou ent, 
2A 
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be alarmed by its situation, sin has a delusive opiate; it 
represents danger as distant, and future time more than 
enough to set all right. But if the time be too surely 
short, and the soul be just launching into eternity, sin still 
has its quieting draught, and the sinking soul is braced to 
the last with a false representation of the divine benevo- 
lence. As future punishment is the strongest restraint 
upon sin, next to the animating hope of future glory, sin 
would persuade us that there is some escape from it, other- 
wise than by holiness. Its language to the tempted is, 
“ Ye shall not surely die.” And if, like our first parents, 
they give heed to it, they must be awfully undeceived in 
the future wor'd. 

Sometimes, however, the prisoner is thought so secure 
in the shackles of-sin, that the mask is dropped, and sin 
itself declares, there is no hope, and delivers over its cap- 
tive tormmediate despair. 

Wherefore, exhort ong another daily, lest any of you bg 
hardened throvgh the deceit/ulness @f sin. 


SS 


MEMOIR OF ELIZA M‘CARTY. 


Departed this life, in Aurora, N. Y. on the 4th of De- 
cember, 1818, inthe 14th year of her age, Miss Eliza 
M‘Carty, only daughter of Wm. M‘Carty, Esq. If the 
fondness of friendship, if the tenderness of affection eould 
have prevented the stroke of death, this amiable and obe- 
dient child would not have died. But alas! her life and 
her loveliness were terminated by a short illness. The 
late living excellence, death has sealed up in silence. Her 
loveliness wil! adorn the earth no more, tll he who bid 
Lazarus come forth, shall appear in the clouds of Heaven 
attended by all his holy angels, and the sound of the last 
trumpet shal] awake the countless millions that have gone 
down to the chambers of death. Then her lovely form 
will arise to meet that Jesus in whom she believed when 
leaving this world. This belief, however, was not obtain- 
ed atso late a period of her existence. Some weeks pre- 


vious to her death, she was brought under conviction by a 
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lecturé which her Pastor delivered. She then found she was 
a siuner; not merely a common sinner but an extraordi- 
nary one; that she had lived so many years in violating 
the laws of God, abusing his piivileges, and despising his 
merry. With this knowledge of herself, she began to read 
the Scriptures with attention, and more carefully to attend 
upon divine worship. But all this would not do. She 
found that © light had come into the world,” that slice had 
rejected that light, and her cry was “ God be merciful tv 
me @ sinner !?? : 

This was her earnest cry for three weeks, when it pleas- 
ed a gracious God to shew her the preciousness of the pro- 
mises, and to give her that ‘ peace which the waiid can ne- 
ther give nor take uway.” She, however, was not imme- 
diately sensible of her change of heart. Doub's and fears 
continually arose, and it was not known to her friends, 
until she expressed a strong desire to peruse the Seriptures, 
and a sincere love for Christians. She said she could not 
tell why she loved Christians so much, even those with 
whom she never associated. With these expressions of 
love for the people of God, she also felt a resignation to 
ihe divine will; admired the character of God as holy ; 
considered that she did not love him enough, and wished 
that her playmates and friends might feel as she did. She 
also had a correct view of prayer and of her convictions. 
‘The former she considered rather a privilege than a duty, 
the latter arose not from fear of punishment, but from ihe 
tear of offending Ged. 

About this time the session of the first Presbyterian 
Church in Aurora, met at her father’s house. ‘The ob 
ject of their meeting was, to hear the experience of some 
candidates who had a few weeks before been brought to 
the knowledge of the truth. At this mecting, she also ree 
lated the Lord’s gracious dealings with her scul, and ex- 
pressed a hope that none would consider her as having re- 
ligion, for she knew that her heart was totally depraved. 
Not long after this meeting, she was called to sickness and 
death. And now it was that she manifested her growth 
in grace from the time of her conversion. On being taken 


. ill she exclaimed, “ It is perfect'y right, I justly deserve 


it,” Her conversation was altogether on Religion, and 
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would have done ciedit to an experienced Christian. No 
doubts arose, until the day before her dissolution, when 
she remarked to her minister, that “ the prayers of the 
righteous avail much;” but soon added, that the “ wicked 
were an abomination in the sight of the Lord.”” With this 
remark she began to doubt her interest in Christ, felt her- 
self to be a greater sinner than usual, exclaimed that she 
was very wicked, and became very restless. These doubts 
and this restlessness, however, were not perceptible the 
following day. Her confidence was strong in the Lord 
though she was continually distressed with pain. She in 
the middie of the day called her father to her bed-side, 
and told him that if he would pray for her, she might re- 
cover. Her father said that he did pray for her in secret ; 
but she replied that was not the way—she wished him to 
pray openly. He asked her if she should die, whether she 
thought she should go tov heaven? She answered that she 
did not know; God might do with her what be thought 
best; but thet she should feel very bad, if she went to 
hearen and her father did not. She also expressed a 
strong confidence that her father would be a Christian. 
After this interview, she desired that the fifteenth chapter 
of Corinthians might be read to her. On this chapter she 
meditated with peculiar pleasure, though her distress in- 
creased. 

Her death now appeared to be approaching, which 
caused her mother to weep. On observing it she told her 
motherit was not right. At this time the physician gave 
his opinion that she could not live. This opinion was 
communicated to her, but it did not surprise her—no 
change was perceived in her countenance; and she im- 
mediately asked her father whether be thought she was 
cying—he told her he was afraid so, and inquired of her 
whether she was willing ? she answered with much earnest- 
ness, ‘* My trust is io my God!” With this answer, she 
manifeste? considerabie avxiety for her father and bro- 
ther, and said to them, that if they would repent, God 
might spare her life. ‘This remark drew tears from all 
who were assembled around her. She soon perceived it, 
and exclaimed, “ You who are Christians set a poor ex- 
ample; weep not for me, but rather mourn for yourselves.” 
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She then called a young acquaintance, and asked her if 
she had the one thing needful. On being answered that 
it was uncertain, she replied, ‘ it is high time that you 
had.” Finding those around her weeping, she requested 
the doctor to come to her, and ascertain whether she was 
uot a little better ; “ not to comfort me,” said she, * but 
to comfort my friends; I am not afraid to die—my trust is 
in my God!” Her mother inquired of her how the Lord 
Jesus appeared? whether he was not “ the chief among 
ten thousand, and the one altegether lovely ?”-——She an- 
swered, O yes mama.” She then requested some of her 
Christian friends to warn her playmates and acquaintances 
to prepare for death, and suggested that they must soon 
follow her. After making this request, she was asked by 
her minister whether she was afraid to die ; and answered 
with much satisfaction, “ No, Sir.” Her friends then gave 
her a parting kiss, and after a prayer by her pastor, she 
said she wanted to goto sleep, and soon after gently 
breathed her last, as the messenger of time declared the 
ninth hour of the night.. 

Through the whole of her sickness, which was but six 
days, she was perfectly rational ; and in her last moments 
her eyes shone with peculiar lustre. - On the Sabbath fo!- 
lowing, a funeral sermon was delivered by her pastor, and 
her remains deposited in the tomb. To her relatives it 
must be a consolation, that she gave an evidence of an in- 
terest in the Redeemer, and manifested through all her 
distress the triumphs of faith. To her young friends and 
acquaintances, it.is net only a comfort that she died hap- 
py, but her death isan admonition to them Zo be also 
ready. What an evidence is this, that the young are not 
too young to obtain religion, nor too young to die. ‘Vo 
the whole village of Aurora, and all who hear of this death, 
it is a warning which carries with it solemnity and fear. 
The Lord is.now blessing the people of Aurora, with the 
influences of his Spirit, but death has alsoycome to urge 
the sinner toescape. And to the whole Christian Church, 
this death is another evidence, that the religion of the 
Cross not only bears the Christian through the trials of 
life, but prepares him for death, judgment, and an endless 
ETERNITY, 
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306 An Address ta Children. 
COMMUNICATED FOR THE GUARDIAN. 
AN ADDRESS TO CHILDREN, 


AT A PRAYER MEETING OF THE CHURCH ON THEIR BEHALF, 
AT GREENSEOROUGH, VERMONT, JUNE, L819. 


Dear CuiLpren, 
I have got to be an old man, you see, and shall die 


soon ; and I am afraid God will be angry with me if I 
don’t do all the good I can for you, before I die. And you 
may also die soon ; and some of you may before another 
meeting. And your souls will live, after your bodies are 
dead, and are put in the grave ; and you will go to Heav- 
en or Hell. If you love God, you will go to Heaven ; but 
if not, you will go to Hell. I want, therefore, that you 
should learn to know God, and to fear and love Him, that 
when you die you may go and live forever with Him, in 
Heaven. Now, the Bible teaches us all about God; there- 
fore I want to have you read, and attend more and more 
to the Bible, and commit it more to memory ; and try to 
understand the words ; and when you do not understand 
the meaning of the words, ask some good gentleman or 
lady, and they will be willing and glad to explain it to you, 
and tell you the meaning. Supposing, now, you was 
reading Ephesians, chap. 6. verse 17.“ And the sword of 
the Spirit, which is the word of God;” and another little 
girl shuu'd be reading in Hebrews, chap. 4, verse 12. “ For 
the word of God is “sharper than any two-edged sword ;’’ 
and youshould think what the meaning of the words should 
ba, and should ask me, “ Pray, Sir, what és the sword, and 
the word of Godt? } should tell you, it isthe Bible. And 
if you should then ask, why is the Bible called the Word of 
God? 1 should tel! you, because God speaks to ws, in the 
words of the Bible. “And then, you would likely ask, why 
isthe Bible called a sword? And perhaps the little girl 
would say, why is it said, “ it is sharper than a two edged 
sword?” ‘and may be she would say, “ Whatis a sword?” 
Then, I should go on, first, and describe a sword; and 
then should tell you why the Bibie is called a sword, and 
how it is God’s sword. And I sould say—a sword, isa 
long, bright, sharp thing, with a sharp point, and some- 
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times two sharp edges; and it will prick, and cut, dread- 
{ylly, where it goes. Now, would it not frighten us, if 
some great man should come into our house, with one of 
these great long swords, drawn, and holding it over, and 
coming towards us! But if he say, “stop! don’t be 
frightened. I have only come to kill those Bears and 
Wolves, that have killed your Sheep and Lambs, and 
also some children: or, if there was a great Tiger, 

orf Lion, that had killed a great many children, and 
he had come to kill him, we should be glad, and should 

thank him. Well, so God comes, wiih his sword, the Bi- 
ble. And he is now here, and he always holds the Bible, 
His sword, in His own hand: but it is not to kill ws, but to 
kill our sins, and save our souls. Now, if we will let our 
sins be killed, and die, then our souls will live, and we 
shall be saved... But if we will not let our sins be killed, 
our souls will die, and we shall be destroyed. For God 
has a terrible sword of justice also, to destroy all the wick- 
ed, who will not break off from, and forsake all their sins. 
And, now, I must show you some things wherein the Bi- 
ble is ike a sword, and why itis called God’ssword. 1.A 
sword is sharp : it will pierce and cut. So will! the Bible. 
The Bible pricks and pierces the soul. ‘It will be sharp, 
and will pierce and cut, in the minds and hear's of the 
wicked, who are unreconciled to God. And no matter 
how sharp itis: the sharper the better, if it only cut off 
and kill all our sins. And the reason why ilis so sharp, is 
because our sins stick so close tous. A great many thou- 
sand people have felt the words of the Bible so sharp and 
cutting in their hearts, that they have cried out, “ what 
they shoulddo to be saved?” And God hasshown them 
the way in which they can be saved, and from the same 
Bible too! For the Bible has Christ in it; and Christ ts 
the way for sinners to be saved. So that God’s sword, the 
Bible, differs fram other swords. Other swords wound 
the body, but God’s sword wounds the seul. Again, other 
swerds can hurt, and wound the body and ki:l; but can- 
not heal, and save life: but the Bible can heal, and cure, 
and save the life of the soul; and it always will wound, 


“before it heals and cures the sowl, because we ire sin- | 


ners. 2. A sword is bright, aud shines, so that you can 
see yourface init. So is the Bible. it is bright, and 
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shines,and you can see something in it—I can assure you, 
that itis worth seeing. Whatdo you think that ise | 
willtell you. Itis God and the glory of God, and it 
shines very bright. And (like other swords) it has two 
bright sides. Inone you can see the bright justice of 
God, in punishing the wicked ; and in the other, the bright 
mercy and love of God, in saving those who repent of 
their sins, and love our Lord Jesus Christ. And in this 
bright sword, the Bible, you may see your own face too. 
And Oh! how ugly and bad it will look, by the side of 
God! He is so holy and good, and you are so naughty 
and sinful. But you must not turn away from the Bible 
on that account, and not readinit: because it is true; 
and it will not help the matter, but make it worse, for you 
not to seek it. I wish, when you look into the glass, and 
see your face, and may be you will think you are hand- 
some, you will think— How do I look in God’s glass and 
bright sword, the Bible : how does my heart and soul, and 
my thoughts, and ail my words and actions look, to God? 
for He sees them all, just as plainly as I see my face 
now in the glass. 3. A sword is a dungerous thing to 
play with, and to handle without care ;.and so is the Bible. 
And a great many grown up, and old people, should. 
think of this, as well as the children. 4. A sword, to do 
any thing, must be in somebody’s hand. If it lies down, 
and is still, it will do nothing. It will do nothing, of it- 
self. Sothe Bible, whenit does good, and saves the peo- 
ple’s souls, by killing their sins, and making them holy, it 
as because God has it in His own hand, and that makes it 
effectual todo the good. 5. And now Ef have come to 
the greatest reason why the Bible is called God’s sword. 
The great Kings and Gene:als who use their, swords, and 
cutand slash with them among the people, they do it to 
make the people obedient, and submit.to them: so God 
is, by the Bible, going to make all the people, in all the 
world, obedient-to Him : and then they will not want, nor 
need, any other swords, to hurt and kill one another 3 for 
they will love one another; and when they love one ano- 
ther as the Bible directs, then there will be no more quar- 
relling, fighting, and killing. God has said that this time 
shall come, and they shall “ beat their swords into plough- 
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shares; and it is pretty near, now, coming, I hope. And 
I suppose it is to come to pass, by God’s going through 
the whole world, with the Bible in His hand, and giving it 
to every body, and putting it into every house, and giv- 
ing it to allthe children, as soon as they can read; and by 
pouring out His Holy Spirit on all the people, and giving 
them a heart to love it, and to believe all the great things 
it says, anddo all the goodthings itdirects. And then it 
will be true what God has said, in the same Bible, that 
‘Call the people shall know Him, from the least unto the 
ereatest.” Then, I suppose, the little children, less than 
you are, will all know God, and love Him, and will pray to, 
and praise Ged, and love one another, and break off all 
their wicked words, and actions: so that it will be almost 
Heaven, here upon earth. And there is a good dea! done 
already towards this blessed day, when all the people will 
be pious, and will love one another, and do all those things 
that are lovely and right, and will leave off all contention 
and qaarrelling, and even speaking and talking bad things 
ofone anothcr. And those who will not, God will destroy. 
God has set all the great and good men, and ladies, to 
making Bibles, and other good books from the Bible, and te 
learn all the people, and children, in all the world, to 
read : so that they can read and understand the Bible : the 
Hotentets, and Negroes, and Indians, as well as the White 
people: that they may all learn and understand what 
the Lord Jesus Christ has done for us, in coming down 
from Heaven, to keep God’s holy law here, and die 
for us. And we suppose God intends, by these things, t> 
bring about this great and good day that I have mention- 
ed. There are already some hundred thousand children, 
since the Sabbath Schools began, that are kept from much 
wicked and bad conduct they were going on in before: 
such as lying, stealing, not minding their parents and good 
people, breaking the Sabbath, swearing, and quarrelling. 
This, of itself, so far, isa good thing. Buta greater good 
thing has come to a number of children, and they are hap- 
py and blessed, because they love God, and hate every 
thing that is wicked, 10 their hearts. The Bible has prick- 


- ed them in their hearts, because they are sinners, aud they 


have been converted to Christ: and now they pray to, and 
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and praise God, and love the Bible, and all the holy and 
good things it requires, more than any thing else in the 
world ; andare goingto Heaven. And we pray and hope 
that this number of converted and happy children will in. 
crease fast ; and we expect God intends it shall. It will 
be dreadful for those who are left of God, to continue in 
wickedness, and go down to Hell, intheir sins. And it will 
be blessed, for those to whom God gives his [oly Spirit, 
anda new heart, and converts them to Christ. And what 
God intends to do, either to destroy, orto save us, He will 
do soon : and do you think any one can prevent what God 
intends to do? Who could go out last night, or this morn. 
ing, and tell God not to thunder;* Just so impossible it 
is for us to prevent what God intends to do. I wish that 
those who do not yet like the Bible Societies, and Mission- 
ary Societies, and Sabbath Schools, and the Schoois among 
the Indians. would, and IL hope they will, take the advice of 
an old Mr. Gamaliel, at Jerasalem, in a case something like 
this:— If this work be of men, it will come to nought: 
but if it be of God, ye cannot overthrow it: lest haply ye 
be found to fight even against God. And to him they 
agreed.” 


LETTER TO A DAUGHTER. 
C———, June 20, 1818. 


My peAr AMELIA, 

Nothing gives me greater satisfaction (the concerns 
of the soul excepted,) than te receive good accounts of 
your general welfare; indeed your future happiness is so 
enveloped in your present conduct, that f survey it with 
an eagle’s eye, and with all the anxiety of aa affectionate 
father. It was a great sacrilice to part with you, for I 
Jove you and all my children tenderly, and wish to retain 
you under the paternal roof, as long as prudence and your 


*In the evening preceeding, and morning of the day, there were 
showers, with thunder. 
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wwterests will allow. Iam sure, my dear clild, you are: 
not insensible to my feelings and desires for your happi- 
ness. if you have happiness of the right sort, you will be 
blessed indeed, and my anxiety on your account will be 
greatly diminished. Fully convinced that God “ giveth 
his Hory Spirit to them that ask Him,” ( without any ex- 
ception) I intreat you most affectionately, to seek the 
grace of God, by earnest and persevering prayer.—lIt is dif- 
ficult for me to write to you on this fender, this pre-eminent 
subject of your salvation without tears. What do they 
mean? What do they express? Oh Amelia! they say, 
“my heart’s desire and my prayer to God is, that you,” my 
child, my first-born child, “ may be saved.” It is you 
that I wish to possess both the dirth-right and the blessing. 
Let not any supplanter subtilly take them from you. As 
the first born, lead the way in the paths of holiness, piety, 
and peace: show the rest of the family that you are ** on 
the Lord’s side,” that you “ follow the Lamb whither- 
soever he goeth.” It always comforts me when I consider 
how solemnly you were dedicated to God, and how con- 
scientiously you were instructed in the rudiments of re- 
ligion by your dear mother, in your infantile years. How 
many prayers have been laid at the foot of the Almighty 
throne on your behalf! and how have those prayers been 
accompanied by the frequent and powerful convictions of 
your own conscience!! You have now the opportunity of 
secing the reality of Religion still more confirmed by the 
domestic piety and consistent conduct of your dear rela- 
tives. If Religion were not all important and essentia! 
to eur very comfort here, and to our happiness hereafter, 
why should we all agree to hold it in supreme estimation ? 
I say why..........? Writing thus, is almost too much 
for my feelings. ....+..++++++- Ican scarcely proceed— 
yet’ your soul—your immortal soul—O what do these 
words import ?— Your sou! formed for existence in eternity 
—and, according to your decision—an eternity of bliss or 
woe!! Irepeat—according to your decision—for Divine 
mercy says, “ seek and you shat! find,” thereby asserting 
that our salvation is certain, if we seek it.. If then we de- 


"cide to possess its blessings, all things are secured to us. 


‘The Holy Spixit—the blood of Christ—acceptance with 














Gow—eternal glory. This is the import of an expression 
you have often heard from the pulpit, “ @ dectded charac- 
ter,” that is one whose mind is made up to go to heaven, 
to win Christ. Now, Amelia, dear Amelia, my child, my 
hope—are you thus decided ? 

* * * x * * 

The space is left for your determination and reply, 
therefore “ advise, and see what answer I[ shall return to 
Him that sent me,” for this is my “ message from God” 
to you. 

Your most affectionate father. A. 


COMMUNICATED FOR THE GUARDIAN. 


DIALOGUE. 


(Continued from page 172.) 


Harriet. Your heart is not bad, is it Ma? 

Mrs. D. Oh yes, Mahasa naughty wicked heart. 

Caroline. Why Ma, you don’t do any thing wrong. 

Mrs. D. Oh, my children, I wish it were true that Ma 
did not do any thing wrong. The Bible tells us that “ all 
have gone astray, that there is none that doeth good, no 
not one.” 

Harriet. 1 did not know that before, J thought Pa and 
Ma were good, and that our minister was good. I thought 
there was a great many good people, and that there were 
some good little gigls and boys. 

Mrs. D. My dear, those people are called good by 
their acquaintances, because they profess to be Christians, 
and desire to keep God’s commandments ; but they are not 
good. if you were toask them, they would tell you that 
they arenot. They will teli you thaé althoug} they de- 
sire greatly to live a good life, their navghty hearts will 
not letthem. Their bad hearts prevent them from do- 
ing things that they ought todo, and make them do things 
that they ought not. 
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Caroline. I don’t see as you do any thing wrong Ma, 
i don’t understand what you mean. 

Mrs. D. If you do not see any errors in the conduct of 
your parents, | am afraid God does. Ma endeavours to 
set before her children and friends a good example. But 
when she compares her life with the life of the blessed 
Saviour, she finds, to her great sorrow, notwitlistanding he 
kept the commandments entirely, and set before her a 
perfect example, she falls far, very far below it. Now, if 
Ma had as good a heart as the Saviour had, she would live 
as good a life. 

Caroline. You have told me that God can make our 
uearts good if we wish to have him. Icertainly wish 
mine was good, so that I could always do righit. 

Mrs. D. You must ask God to change your heart; 
and you must ask him as earnestly for a new heart as you 
do your Ma for a new frock. If you certainly do wish for 
a good heart, and God sees you are in earnest, he will 
change it; for he has declared himself to be more ready 
to grant spiritual blessings to all who desire them, than 
earthly parents are willing to give their hungry children 
iood. 

Caroline. I have said my prayers a great many times; 
you have instructed me to ask God to forgive my sins, and 
to clothe me with the righteousness of Christ—to searcli 
my reins and try my heart, and see if there be any wicked 
way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting. I ask him 
very often to change my heart, but it is not done. 

Mrs. D. You say your prayers night and morning be- 
cause your parents tell you. It is very important, and 1 
am glad you do it. But if you were properly engaged 
about a new heart, and really desired one, you would go to 
God in secret a great many times a day, and you would 
often weep and cry ip earnest that God would have mer- 
cy on: you, and make you one of his precious children. 
you would not rest day nor night—you would beg and be- 
seech God to do it, and thus you would continue until you 
found evidence in yourself to hope that you had passed 
from darkness to light, and then you would persevere in 
endeavouring to serve your maker and te keep his com- 
mandments all your life. 
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Harrie. 1 don’t understand all you say to Caroline, 
but [ love to hear you talk—won’t you talk more? I shali 
think about it. When I am playing in my baby-house I 
shall think what Ma has said. 

Mrs. D. Yes, dear, 1 am pleased to observe with what 
attention you attend to my instructions. Ma is already 
paid for the time spent in this exercise ; for what more 
agreeable employment can she have than to be instruct- 
ing her little children ? 

Caroline. I feel that [am a naughty girl, that my heart 
is bad, and that I cannot make it good, and I begin to be 
afraid ‘that Ido not want to have it made good ; sr God 
hear a mother’s prayer if she prays for her children, and ii 
he wil! won’t you pray for me and sister Harriet? 

Mrs. D. Oh my children, the salvation of your pre- 
cious souls lies with much weight on your mother’s heart. 
As often as she prays for herself, she prays for you; but 
her prayers will do you no good unless you are inclined 
to perform the same duty for yourselves. But I will say 
no more upon this subject at present; if the Holy Spirit 
should accompany what I have already said, I shall not 
have laboured in vain. 

(To be continued.) 
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COMMUNICATED FOR THE GUARDIAN, 


THE PIOUS CHILD. 


To THE EpIror. 


Sir—For the benefit of your young readers, I wish te 
inform them of a pious boy in my parish. He is nine 
years old. His bodily constitution is delicate and sickly, 
and he has several times been brought down to the gates 
of death. A few days since I was called to see him, when 
he was apparently dying. His phvsician despaired of his 
recovery, and the neighbours had collected and were 
standing around the bed, expecting every moment to see 
him expire. His disorder was a severe and distressing 
complaint, called the Croup. He lay upon a pillow which 
rested upon the breast of his weeping and afflicted fath- 
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ér. His tender mother was sitting by his side, looking with 
indiscribable grief upon her suffering son. Whist alarm 
and sorrow were spread over every countenance; he was 
calm, serene, and cheerful. Never before had I seen such 
an expression of Heavenly tranquility in the face of any 
person. Not a feature of his countenance was distorted ; 
not a groan or a sigh escaped him... A large blister on his 
breast which produced buraing stings, he bore without ut- 
tering the slight wish to have it removed. Approaching 
him J said, J——,do you think that you shall shortly die ? 
He auswered, “ yes Sir,” without any agitation. Are you 
afraid to die? “No Sir2? Do you expect to go to Heay- 
en when you die? “Yes Sir” Do you believe in the 
Lord Jesus Christ as the Saviour of sinners? “ Yes Sir.” 
Do youlove God? ‘“ Yes Sir.” His eyes sparkled with 
the living lustre of faith, hope, and love, while he was an- 
swering these qvestions. These questions which fiil the 
minds of dying sinners with remorse and terror, only ex- 
cited and brightened the peace and joy of his happy 
mind. 

Your young readers may ask how did this lovely and 
happy youth obtain such a glorious and Heavenly state 
of mind? To which I would answer, God manifested him- 
self to his soul in his sovereign mercy and grace when he 
was very young. His father, who is a religious man, told 
me that his son gave him hopeful evidence of his having 
a new heart when he was about six years old. Weare all 
born, my young friends, with wicked hearts. We are, as 
the Bible informs us, “by nature enemies to God.” Our 
wicked hearts incline us to hate God, our glorious and in- 
finitely, excellent Heavenly Father, and they lead us to 
break his commandments, and to bring down upon us his 
holy and dreadful wrath. Our depraved hearts dislike the 


cuties of Christianity. We had rather spend our time in 


idle play than in reading the Bible and in prayer. And 
we had rather gratify our wicked selfish passions and ap- 
petites, than to be sober, just, temperate, and benevelent. 
Now you will never have such peace, and hope, and joy, as 
this little boy had as long as you have no other than your 


. natural heart. The greatest blessing that youcan haveis a 


new heart.—In the second place, this little boy was acon- 
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scientious practical Christian. His father informed me 
that his son appeared to act conscientiously in all that he 
did. During the last winter he never was known to leave 
his chamber in the coldest morning before he had read a 
chapter of the Bible and prayed. In this way this pious 
child “ kept a conscience void of offence, both towards 
God and towards man.” You will never, my dear chi!- 
dren, have peace of mind and a good hope through grace 
of soing to Heaven, if you do not act conscientiously, and 
begin and end every cay with reading God’s holy word 
and prayer. ‘Shat you, my dear young readers, may have 
anew | ene, and live in opedience to the law, and in the 
hope of the gospel of God, is the fervent prayer of a 
MINISTER OF ‘THE GOSPEL. 


ene 


ON DEATH. 


When maturity has advanced our knowledge, and 
fully acquainted us with the vexation that attends the 
most happy on this side Heaven, when the fever of yout: 
is abated, and serenity subdues a!l tumultuous passions, 
when we are no longer dazzled with false felicities, but 
view things as they really are, when, by the decays of 
nature and fancy reason brakes its confinement, when 
the most agreeable pleasures have lost all their attractions, 
when our bodies are weak and distressed, and the mind 
dissatisfied with its crazy habitation, when pride and 
gaiety are gone, and sound judgment supplies the place of 
imagination, and, when all the busy cares of life are fast 
receding, ‘tis then with an holy regard to the pomenanes 
of a better world we may justly wish we “ had wings like 
dove, to fly away, and be for ever at rest.” The love of 
life, and terror at the approach ef death, are so natural to 
us, that it seems almost pmpeasties to us to renounce the 
one and court the other; for every thing naturaily tends to 
the preservation of its own existence, and an abhorence 
to death is the necessary consequence of that self-love 
which is so deeply implanted inour nature. Every trem- 
biing emotion then, at the approach of death is no way 
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culpable. If we might ascend to those regiens of eternal 
bliss, where death and itsattendants are for ever excluded, 
as Enoch and Elijah did, this would be agreeable, or if we 
could be of that number who shall be found alive at our 
Lord’s coming, and be changed in a moment, this would 
be pleasing to nature; but, as the ordinary, the beaten 
path to eternity, is through the valley of the shadow of 
death, even going through this dark, this lonesome vale, 
there is nothing in our natural abhorence of dissolution 
which ought not to be surmounted by reason, by reflection, 
by a firm persuasion of the truth of the gospel, and by a 
well grounded hope of its promises. Why cannot religion 
do that which philosophy has often done? Why cannot 
religion, why cannot the gospel of Jesus, do that which a 
thirst after glory and ambition does in such innumerable 
instances. How many soldiers, from a desire for empty 
honor, have conquered the fears of death, and have met 
it, nay, even pursued it with eagerness and intrepidity; 
then surely, if t'.e mind can be reconciled to meet so terri- 
ble an adversary, merely from the desire of a vain bubble, 
should not the Christian, believing the certainty of au 
immortal life, and of endless felicity, hail its approach, 
not as an enemy, but a kind friend sent by the benign- 
ant father, to usher bim into the joy of his Lord, to those 
regions where this consummation of pleasure will be ever 
experienced, where sia and sorrow are for ever excluded, 
where the wicked cease from toil and the immortal soul 
rests for ever in the bosom of its Saviour. 


— 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 
CHEROKEE AND CHOCTAW MISSIONS. 


(Continued from page 283.) 


In Connexion with our Mission among the Cherokees, 
esteem and gratitude prompts ‘o a partic lar mention of 


~the Moraviay Missionanes, Mr. John Gambould and wife. 


Their kindness to our Missionaries has been so peculiar, 
that they give them the endearing title of father and 
2B2 
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mother. ‘The Mission was established in 150%, at Spriag 
Place, some miles from Brainerd. Mr. and Mrs. Gam- 
bould joined the Mission in 1805, and his brother four 
years afterwards. ‘They have always had a school in their 
family, of from four to thirteen children, principally boys. 
They are taught spelling, reading, writing, arithmetic, 
grammar, and the elements of religious knowledge. 

The church consists only of themselves, and two natives; 
one, a woman, and the other is Mr. Hicks, a character of 
much consequence, who promises to be a nursing father to 
the church in that nation. He is a chief of the first infle- 
ence, well informed amd charmingly pious. He publicly 
professed his faith in Christ more than five years since, 
and has ever walked according to his profession. Mr. 
Gambould preaches at his own house on the Sabbath, and 
performs other pastoral duties. ‘They have the necessa- 
ries of life in great abundance from the cultivation of a 
farm. ‘They rejoiced much at the establishment and pros- 
perity of the mission at Brainerd, and facilitated its pro- 
gress by every kind office in their power. At different 
times they have had more encouraging appearances in 
their congregation, but it is not recollected that any addi- 
tions have lately been made to the church- 

But to return to the Mission at Brainerd. In the 
fall of 1817, and winter of 1818, the hearts of the faith- 
ful Missionaries were cheered with very encouraging 
prospects. A favourable change was witnessed in the ex- 
ternal conduct of some of their neighbours who attended 
worship with themon the Sabbath. Two white men who 
had been profane and immoral, became sober and serious ; 
And one Cherokee woman of decent education, the wife 
of a white man, was seriously impressed. ‘The preaching 
and conversation of Mr. Cornelius, while there was much 
blessed. Among others awakened, was an intrepid wairi- 
or, a half-bred Cherokee, who spoke the English language 
tolerably well, named Charles Reece. ‘To see the influ- 
ence of the gospel upon this undaunted hero, was truly 
rejoicing. But the first fruit of the gospel in that land oi 
darkness was a Cherokee girl belonging to the Mission 
Scheol, whose subsequent character has excited such a 
deep interest in the feelings of the Christian public, that 
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if there was but one of our youthful readers who was un- 
acquainted with her history, it would be unkind to with- 
hold particulars respecting her. Her name is Catherine 
Brown. She was about seventeen years of age when she 
entered the school. From her superior manners, and 
comely person, she was one of the most distinguished fe- 
males in the nation. When she entered the school she 
was vain, and excessively fond of dress, wearing a profu- 
sion of ornaments in her ears. Soou after her enjoyment 
of gospel privileges, she became a hopeful subject of re- 
newing grace, and was baptized and admitted to the church 
in January, 1818. From that time her conduct was beau- 
tifully exemplary. Her taste for dress grew chaste, and 
her trinkets gradually disappeared, til! only a single drop 
remained in each ear, which were worn for a friend’s sake. 
On hearing that pious females in many instances devoted 
their ornaments to the Missionary cause, she voluntarily 
determined, without being influenced in the least, to fol- 
low therexample. She was naturally correct, amiable, 
and agreeable in her manners. The remark of a gentle- 
man of distinction at the Southward concerning her, was, 
* that she was a young woman of much merit, that she 
read well, conversed sensibly, was grave, dignified, and 
graceful in her manners, handsome in her person, and 
would be an ornament to almost any society.” The 
Treasurer of the American Board who visited the station, 
in writing of her, says, “‘ If you were to see her at a board- 
ing-school in New England, as she ordinarily appears here, 
vou would not distinguish-her from well educated females 
of the same age, either by her complexion, features, dress, 
pronunciation, or manners. IPfyour attention were direci- 
- to her particularly, you would notice a more than ordi- 
tary reserve and modesty. If you were to see her in a reli- 
ey fo meeting of pious females, } you would not distinguish 
her, anless by her more than common simplicity and hu- 
mility. At meetings for social prayer and reitgious im- 
provement, held by the female members of the Mission 
family every Thursday afternoon and Sabbath evening, 


~ Catherine prayed in her turn, much to the satisfaction of 


her sisters in Christ. She also, of her own accord, com- 
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menced evening prayers with the girls before they retired 
torest. Such was the character of this interesting female 
ten months after she first heard of Jesus Christ, or even 
had a single thought whether the soul survived the body. 
Her proficiency in learning was very happy.”? When she 
joined the school she could read in words of three sylla- 
bles. In sixty days she could read intelligibly in the Bi- 
ble: and in ninety could read as well as most common 
people. After writing four sheets of paper, she could 
perform with accuracy and neatness even without a copy.” 

Such an acquisition to the school, and to the church was 
esteemed very valuable. But the church had scarcely em- 
braced this precious babe in Christ, before she was called 
to a severe trial, which, while it gave them all the most 
sensible grief, afforded occasion for the triumph of her 
Christian graces. Her father and mother being about to 
remove to the Arkansaw, expressed their determination 
to take their children* with them. The interesting and 
very trying scene of their departure is thus described in 
the journa! of the Mission. 

“We hada very afifectiag scene, in the departure 
of our sister Catherine. Her father and mother, retarn- 
ing from the agency to go to the Arkansas, stopped yester- 
day for the purpose of taking her along with them. She 
knew that she needed more information to be prepared to 
go alone into the wilderness; and intreated them to leave 
her with us a little longer. She its their only daughter; 
and they would not consent on any terms. ‘The struggle 
was very severe. Sle wept and prayed, and promised to 
come to them, assoon as she had finished her literary educa- 
tion, and acquired some further know/edgeof the Christian 
religion. We engaged that she shovld be provided for 
while here, and assisted in going tothem. Her mother 
said, she could not live if Catharine would vot now go with 
them. Catherine replied, thatto her it would be more bit- 
ter than death to leave us, and go where there were no 
missionaries. Her father became impatient, aud told her, 


* She had a brother Edward to school with her, who also was dis- 
tinguished for his scholarship, correct manners, Kc. 
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if she would not mind him, and go, with them now, he 
would disown her for ever; but if she would now go, as 
soon as missionaries came to the Arkansas, (and he ex- 
pected they would be there soon,) she might go and live 
with them as long as she pleased. He w ished her to have 
more learning. 

“‘ Never before had this precious convert so severe a tri- 
al; and never, perhaps, did her graces shine so bright. 
She sought for nothing but to know her duty. and asked 
for a few minutes to be by herself undisturbed. She re- 
turned and said she would go. After she had collected 
and put up her clothing, the family were assembled, a 
parting hymn was sung, and a prayer offered. With 
mingled emotions of joy and grief, we commended her to 
the grace of God, and they departed. 

“Precious babe in Christ; a few months ago brought 
out of the dark wilderness; bere illuminated by the Word 
and Spirit of God; and now to be sent back to the dark 
and chilling shades of the forest, without one fellow travel- 
ler, with whom she can say, “ Our Father !’’ O ye, who 
with delight sit under the droppings of the sanctuary, and 
enjoy the communion of saints, remember Catharine in 
your prayers.” 

{ To be continued. ] 


Extract of a; letter from Rev. Ruew Keirn, Episcopal 
Clergyman in Georgetoum, (Columbia) to his friend in 
Boston, dated July 2, 1819. 


“Tt willno doubt give you pleasure to hear, that the 
blessing of God seems to have attended us among this peo- 
ple, and we have reason to hope that we came here by his 
direction and according to his will. There has been, for 
some time, considerable attention to religion in the con- 
gregation committed to my care, and some give evidence 
of a thorough change of heart.—- Religion i is gaiuing ground 
in this southern country; but itis in a most deplorable 


condition.” 
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BAPTIST ASSOCIATIONS. 


From the table of Associations inserted in the Fifth Au- 
nual Report of the Baptist Beard of Foreign Missions for 
the United States, it appears, that there are in the Baptist 
connexion 140 Associations ; 2700 Churches; about 2000 
Ministers; baptized the past year, 9612 in 104 associa. 
tions; probably in all of them near 13000; returned as 
per minutes of 131 associations, 182,395, in all, not less 
then 195,000, besides a large number of unassociated 
ehurches. The ‘“ Sabbatarian General Conference,” have 
also 10 churches, 11 ministers, and 1934 members. In 
the Shafisbury Assoeiation, there are three Baptist Church- 
es called “open or free communion,” containing 305 
members and two ministers. 


We understand that the young children belonging to 
the Rutgers’-street Church, New-York, under the care 
of the Rev. M‘CLELANo, met together on the 13th inst. 
and formed themselves into a society to support Heathen 
Children, in Ceylon. Twenty-one doliars were collected. 
We hope the children of other churches will follow their 
good example. lt is of the utmost importance to the suc: 
cess of the Mission, that children be taken from their 
Heathen parents, and educated immediately under the di- 
rection of the Missionaries. ‘The small sum of twelve dol- 
lars, will annually feed and clothe a child; and this small 
sum may be the means of rescuing him from everlasting 
misery, and raising himto the joys of Heaven. 


— 
SELECT SENTENCEe 
Tl 
1at man enjoys a heaven upon earth, whose minrd 


moves in charity, rests in providence, and turns upon the 
the poles of truth and wisdom. 
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COMMUNICATED FOR THE GUARDIAN. 


ce THE FRAILTY OF LIFE. 

Dr 

st [ ASDRESSED TO THE YOUTHFUL READERS OF TIE GUARDIAN. 
Mt) 
Ae 


se How swift the wheels of time roll on, 


ie Sweet days of youth, bow soon they’re gone, 
d How transcient is their stay ! 
Thus, giddy youth must yield to age, 
And act upon life’s busy stage, 
Till Death calls them away. 


e 
n 
|= 
Vain man is like a beauteous flower, 
That, in one sad and fatal hour, 

Is leveli’d with the earth : 
Sportive and gay while in his“prime, 
Unmindful of the frost of time 

That terminates his mirth. 


Him, to a mote we may compare, 

That floats, unseen, upon the air, 
And sports upon the wind: 

So man is borne by every breath, 

And, wafted to the gates of death, 
Leaves earthy joys behind. 


Like as the waves with dreadful roar, 

Swell high and dash against the shore, 
Then sink beneath their weight : 

So mortal Man bursts into life, 

Spends but a day in care and strife, 
Then yields his hand to Fate. 


As verdant leaves once drest the wood, 
That fresh and gay in Summer stood, 
_In Autumn strew the ground ; 
Anemblem of the life of Man, 
Which is, at longest, but a span, 
A solitary round. 








eVotice to Patrons. 


Alas! what sorrows intervene, 

Whiat troubles darken all the scene, 
(Sin’s awful recompense !) 

Sull you, if wise, from this may see, 

This world was not design’d for ihee, 
‘Po fix thy residence. 


Man’s like a travelier here below, 

That stays, perhaps, a night or two, 
And then pursues his way: 

But still, his native country lies 

Beyoud the limits of the skies, 

Where shines edernal day. 


The Lord who came our souls to save, 
Guides from the cradle to the graye, 
By his unerring sway ; 
Say, then, shali sovereign love desert 
‘the humble and the honest heart, 
And let it run astray? Bis Wis de 


Cummington, June, 1819. 


NOTICE TO PATRONS. 


'y commencing the publication of the Guarpran, it was our in- 
tention to bave issued the Numbers as early as the second week in 
each month. Butsuch has been the unexpected demaud tor the work, 
that we have been obliged to enlarge the edition several times, and to 
reprint some of the back Numbers. This, together with our under- 
taking to supply many of our Subscribers by stage and private Op: 
portunities bas occasioned much delay, and probably some mistakes, 
that we hope will! not occur hereafter. 

The liberal patronage which has been given to the Guardian, shal! 
be met with a corresponding effort can the part of the Publisher to 
to merit is continuance. We are pieased to learn, from numerous 
sources, that the Guardian has, thus far, met the general approbation 
ofthe public. ‘The publisher has made such arrangements as to war- 
rant him in assuring its patrons thatthe next volume will be much im- 
proved in the style of itsexecution. It will be printed on paper of a 
much better quality, and with au entire new type, without any addition 
to the price. 


ae 


Erratum.—Page 297, 5th line from the bottom, for Redeemegr’s eme 


race, read Redeemer ; embrace. 








